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DATE OF Tfl£ FIRST DIS60VERY OF GOLD IN CALIFORNIA 



In an article published in the San Francisco "Call" of October 8, 1895,. 
entitled, "The First Discovery of Gold in California," I stated that the date of 
the discovery was still a subject of controversy. Col. J. J. Warner, who vis- 
ited the placers shortly after their discovery, always maintained that the dis- 
covery was made in June, 1841. Don Abel Stearns, in a letter to the Cali- 
fornia Pioneer Society, gave the date, March, 1842. The date given by 
Stearns has been accepted by Bancroft and other historical writers. The fol- 
lowing letter, called forth by the publication of my article, shows conclusively 
that Don Abel Stearns was mistaken, and that the year 1841 is the correct 
date of the discovery of gold in the San Feliciano placers, near Newhall, Los 
Angeles county. This was the first discovery of gold in California of which 
we have an authentic account. 

J. M. Guinn, 
Secretary Historical Society of Southern California. 



Oakland, Cal., Sept. 8, 1895. 
J. M. Guinn, Secretary Historical Society of Southern California — 

Dear Sir: I read in today's San Francisco "Call" a communication 
from your pen concerning the first discovery of gold in California in which 
you quote from the account on that subject written by Col. J. J. Warner, for 
whose accuracy in historical fact you vouch, and very properly, as I think. 
This account gives the date of the discovery of gold in June, 
1 84 1. And you also quote Don Abel Stearns as giving the date of the dis- 
covery in March, 1842. Now it is about the latter date that has influenced 
me to send you these lines. 

• I was one of the party, in which Roland and Workman were perhaps the 
best known members, who came from Santa Fb to California in 1841, arriv- 
ing in Los Angeles in the fall of 1841. Shortly after our arrival, Dr. Lyman, 
a member of that party, and myself, were invited to dine with Don Abel, as 
all the natives called him, and while in his house he showed us a quart bottle 
of gold dust containing about 80 ounces obtained about where Colonel 
Warner describes the placers located. Now how could Mr. Stearns place 
that date a year later ? 

We suggested the propriety of visiting that camp and engaging in mining 
but Don Abel thought the gold could not be found in paying quantities. 

I should like to have written you more fully, but am within a few days of- 
82 years old and dislike to write much. 

Very respectfully yours, 

I. L GlVENs 



